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ANSWERS....ANSWERS..... 

Answer to the First Question 

A look into the overwhelming importance of this message, which if not conveyed would 
render all the efforts of the Prophet (SAWW) to be ineffective: 

Why was this message so important? Why was announcing about the Wilayat 
(governance, guidance, and guardianship) of Ali (AS) so important for the continuity 
of Islam and its perfection? 

-   The Quran clearly mentions that Islam is the final religion; this means that it should have 
the capacity to address all the needs of mankind till the end of time; in other words, it 
should be everlasting. This is proven through various verses of Quran, some of which are: 

[9:33] ينِ كُلِّوِ وَ لَوْ كَرهَِ الْمُشْركُِونَ ىُوَ الَّذِي أرَْسَلَ رَسُولَوُ باِلْْدَُى  وَ دِينِ الَْْقِّ ليُِظْهِرهَُ عَلَى الدِّ  

He it is Who sent His Apostle with guidance and the religion of truth, that He might cause it to prevail over all 
religions, though the polytheists may be averse. 

-   The holy Quran is the code of law. It is the constitution of Islam. It is the book which gives 
us guidelines so that we can reach our perfection. But all the laws have not been mentioned 
in the holy Quran, or even if they are mentioned they are done so in a general sense and 
require explanation. The explanation was done by the Prophet (SAWW) as we see in the 
Holy Quran: 

رُونَ [16:44] َ للِنَّاسِ مَا نُ زِّلَ إلِيَْهِمْ وَلَعَلَّهُمْ يَ تَ فَكَّ   وَأنَزلَْنَا إلِيَْكَ الذِّكْرَ لتُِبَ يِِّّ

We have revealed to you the Reminder that you may make clear to men what has been revealed to them, and that 
haply they may reflect. 

 وَمَا آتاَكُمُ الرَّسُولُ فَخُذُوهُ وَمَا نَ هَاكُمْ عَنْوُ فاَنتَ هُوا [59:7]

And whatever the Apostle gives you, accept it, and from whatever he forbids you, keep back 

-   The Prophet (SAWW) sacrificed his whole life in the path of Allah (SWT), explaining the 
verses and teaching the intricacies of His message. He struggled to make a firm foundation 
of belief in Allah (SWT) and the day of judgement in the hearts of the disbelievers and much 
of his holy life was spent in this endeavor. We also notice that he had to fight many wars 
with the disbelievers who couldn’t bear the sheer force of truth as it prevailed over them. 



As he struggled to lay the foundations of a great religion, he couldn’t expound all the details 
of the Islamic law.  

And unfortunately, that even which his companions had received, was not able to reach us 
in an unblemished form. That is why we see today that the Muslims have difference of 
opinion in the way to perform the Salat, and in a few other practices. 

Conclusion: 

Based on the points mentioned above: we require someone who would perform those 
duties of the Prophet (SAWW) like explaining and expounding the verses of the Quran. 

We also need someone who gives meaning to its continuity and prevalence. Without a 
person with firm knowledge of Islam, without a person who can explain its secrets, Islam is 
not able to provide us the answers to the various problems that are there in the present 
circumstances. A person is required who can decode this secret, and apply those general 
rules in specific scenarios. Without such a person, without such guidance, Islam is 
incomplete and imperfect. 

Also to make sure that the Islamic laws are carried on to the next generations in its true 
form we need someone to be there as a guardian of the Shariah, who protects it from being 
tampered and misinterpreted. 

The people who are to carry out these responsibilities must be MA’SUM (sinless) like the 
Prophet (SAWW) so that we can accept their word to be the word of Allah and also they are 
also required to have deep and vast knowledge of Islam, like the Holy Prophet (SAWW).  

Yes, it should be known that the Prophet (SAWW) was the final Prophet, and the special 
process of WAHY ended with him.  

Let us look at a part of the Khutba of Ghadeer 

O people! Prefer him (' Ali) over all others! There is no knowledge except that Allah has 
divulged it to me, and all the knowledge I have learned I have divulged to Imam al-Muttaqin 
(leader of the righteous), and there is no knowledge (that I know) except that I divulged it 
to' Ali, and he is al-Imam al-Mubin (the evident Imam) whom Allah mentions in Surat ya-
Sin: "...and everything We have computed is in (the knowledge of) an evident Imam" 
(Qur'an, 36:12). 

Now that the need of explainers and expounders of the Quran and the intricacies of Islam 
has been understood, we need to realize that just explanation and teaching is not 
enough. That is why we see that the Prophet Himself, this masterful teacher of the 
word of Allah (SWT), together with preaching, expounding and teaching, laid the 
foundations of a powerful and just government based on the loftiest of principles. 



Then again, we require such an individual after the Prophet (SAWW) also! Apart from a 
spiritual teacher, we need a firm political leader with powerful insight, so that the religious 
principles can be applied into the society. 

  

Answer to the Second Question 

Why was this announcement a source of despair for the disbelievers? Why was this 
message a cause for them losing hope? 

After all they had lost so many battles and were not able to counter the impeccable logic of 
this beautiful religion that was brought to people by the Prophet (SAWW), if it was for 
losing hope, they should have lost hope long time ago. . But why now? This was the final 
nail on the coffin of disbelief: it was the announcement of WILAYAT. 

The disbelievers were counting days, with every moment passing they thought they were 
coming closer to what they desired: the death of the Prophet (SAWW) and a full-fledged 
attack on Islam. But Alas to them, with the announcement of the system of Imamat the 
disbelievers lost hope, for now Islam is not defenseless! The Muslims are no longer alone 
after the Prophet, so no predator can tear them apart! Now Islam would have a flag-bearer, 
a man who would epitomize every principle of this wonderful religion: it would be the 
Imam Ali (AS) now represents Imamat, he represents the Prophet (SAWW)! 

A peek into the sermon of Ghadeer:  

O people! The light (noor) from Allah, the Exalted One and the Sublime, flows through me 
then through ‘Ali ibn Abu Talib  then in the progeny that descends from him till al-Qa'im -
al-Mahdi, who shall effect the justice of Allah, and who will take back any right belonging to 
us because Allah, the Exalted and the Sublime, made us Hujjat over those who take us 
lightly, the stubborn ones, those who act contrarily to our word, who are treacherous, who 
are sinners, who are oppressors, who are usurpers, from the entire world. 

  

Answer to the Third Question 

WHAT WAS THIS MESSAGE THAT THE PROPHET WAS FEARFUL TO ANNOUNCE? 
WHAT IS THE MEANING OF FEAR HERE? AND CAN THE PROPHET (SAWW), WITH 
SUCH A TRUST IN ALLAH (SWT) BE AFRAID OF THESE IDIVIDUALS? 



It should be known that the Prophet (SAWW) was the best of believers and the best of 
mankind ever. He is the most perfect human being with the highest moral qualities anyone 
can epitomize; after all He was the Messenger of the most complete and perfect religion. It 
is impossible that the Prophet (SAWW) was afraid because of some personal reason, or 
because his life was in danger. Allah (SWT) says in the Holy Quran: 

الَّذِينَ يُ بَ لِّغُونَ رسَِالََتِ اللَّوِ  ṙ نَ أَحَدًا إِلََّ اللَّوَ وكََفَىٰ باِللَّوِ حَسِيبًا وَيََْشَوْنوَُ وَلََ يََْشَوْ  [33:39]  

Those who preach the Messages of Allah, fear Him, and fear none but Allah. And enough is Allah to call (men) to 
account 

An insightful look into this verse would make every truth seeker realize the Prophet 
(SAWW) was not afraid of what the people would do to him. So what did he fear? 

He feared that the people would not be able to bear this message, and think that he is doing 
it for personal reasons. After all there were some companions at that time whose faith was 
still weak, and there were also hypocrites among the believers. If they would hear this 
announcement, they would cause harm to the whole mission of the Prophet (SAWW) and 
cause divisions among the people. 

This is the reason why the Prophet (SAWW) did not make this announcement earlier. But 
finally when Allah (SWT) commanded him to announce the message, he realized it was the 
right time to convey, and that Allah (SWT) would definitely protect this mission from being 
fruitless. 

Note that the Prophet was so devoted to his mission that any harm to the mission was like 
harm to himself.  

Conclusion:  

The fear of the Prophet (SAWW) was not a personal fear; rather it was a pure and selfless 
fear: a fear that the people would lose faith, and that the mission of Allah would come fall 
into danger. 

  

 


