Bibi Zainab (s.a

Bibi Zainab (s.a.) is the shining sun in the history of Islam and of humanity. Her brother's name and Karbala
associate the idea of freedom, justice, humanity, virtue, fighting against despotism, with the realization of
the sovereignty of Allah. The history of Karbala is based on two pillars: the rising of Imam Hussain (a.s.) and
the rising of Bibi Zainab (s.a.). She was an outstanding figure in the history of Karbala endowed with divine
steadfastness and fortitude. She sacrificed her two sons and one should not'say anything if one devoted his
life for the cause of Allah. After the martyrdom of her brother and hef'two sons, she'said: "O my Lord!
Accept our humble sacrifice to You."

When Bibi Zainab reached Kufa, she addressed people with fury words: "Praise to Allah, and may the blessing
of Allah be upon Muhammad and his progeny. O people of Kufa, you are hypocrites and deceitful. You feign to
bé sorry for the death of iy brother and his companions. May you always shed tears. I find nathing in you
but flattery, evil acts and thoughts, pride and spife and ill will. By Allah! You deserve lasting sorrow instead
of joy. Shames on you, your hands are imbrued with the blood of the son of the Holy Prophet (SAW), the one
who was your sole refuge in case of adversity;By your evil act and disloyalty, youifictrred the wrath of Allah
against you. Woe betides you! No one will intercede with Allah for you." Her furious words provoked people
of Kufa to avenge Hussain's martyrdom. This frightened Ubaidullah and his cruel agents. She also delivered a
furious sermon in the court of the caliph' that made his authority and.despotic rule feel undermined. She
said: "I fear no one but Allah. Makewhatever evil plot you can. Blazes are waiting for you in the hereafter.
You'll he accountable to Allah for your atrocities."

The Foundation of Mourning (Majales A'azaa) Another unique feature of Bibi Zainab's character was her
establishment of mourning ceremonies. This tradition which has lived in the memories and hearts of millions
of Muslims to this day, has kept the sacrifices of Imam Hussein alive, and brought dynamism to every
movement that aimed at removing injustices on earth. Affer every Majlis, the women would offer their
condolences to Bibi Zainab (s.a.) and the men to Imam Zain-ul-Abedeen. These majales made quite a stir in
the cities, and the sound of crying and beating of chests and heads affected the minds of the inhabitants,
and made them sadder and wiser to the events of Karbala. In the end as it is said, "the word is mightier than
the sword", this should stay in the minds of all Muslims, particularly the women. They should realize that
they could always make a difference. They can always reach for the better. Also, they can make their
Ummah look better. The Muslim women should read more about the hardships which faced the great women
of Islam understand and practice the patience that characterized the life of Bibi Zainab (s.a);and teach
their children the value of these acts.The men alone cannot win independence and prosperity, neither can the
women. Together, and under the banner of Islam, they can achieve success.

Did you know that an eagle knows when a storm is approaching long beforesit-breaks?

The eagle will fly o some high spot and wait for the winds fo come. When the storm hits, it sets its wings so
thatsthe wind will pick it'up and lift it above the storm. While the storm rages below, the eagle is soaring
above it.

The eagle does not escape the storm. It simply uses the stormta lift it higher. It rises on the winds that
bring the storm.

When the storms of life come upon us - and all of us will experience them - we can rise above them by setting
our minds and our belief toward God. The storms do not have to overcome us. We can allow God's power: to
lift us above them.

God enables us to ride the winds of the storm that bring sickness, tragedy, failure and disappointment‘in our
lives. We can soar above the storm.

Remember, it is not the burdens of life that weigh us down, it is how we handle them.



